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This morning we come to the end of our time studying the book of Job.  I don’t how many of you 

like happy endings, but I do.  I will take a happy ending over a tragedy any day of the week.  

Even though the book of Job has been filled with pain, we see how that pain gave way to the 

shining light of God’s grace as the book comes to its conclusion. 

 

Something of a happy ending is what we get as we see great blessing poured out upon Job’s head 

in the latter portion of his life.  As we look at what is recorded for us here at the end of this book, 

brothers and sisters, let us be reminded of the heart of our God.   Let’s remember that the heart of 

God is kind.  It is the heart of God to pour out on us.  To provide. To lavish.   

 

The Living God that we serve is wonderfully generous and we see this as we open up the book of 

Job this morning. 

 

As we prepare ourselves for what is at the end of this book, listen to what is written in the New 

Testament in Ephesians Chapter 2 and Verses 4 through 7.  This was after the Lord had even 

described our sin; the sin of the people who comprise His church.  How we too had been 

following in the rule of Satan, walking in the ways of the serpent, the ancient dragon, even the 

Leviathan of old. 

 

Describing the fact that we are all born sinners, Ephesians Chapter 2 goes on to say this: 

 
4
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loves us, 

5
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 

grace you have been saved—
6
and raised us up with him and seated us with him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7
so that 

 

So that!  Why have we been raised up in Christ by the grace of God?   

 
7
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

 

What is the Lord preparing for those whom He has chosen?  According to Ephesians Chapter 2, 

it is to those who have come to Him in repentance and faith, looking to Jesus for forgiveness of 

sin.  What has God prepared?  An infinite wealth of grace and goodness and generosity.  The 

manifestation of these things are poured out on us through all eternity.  God is good! 
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This morning as we see the riches of God’s grace poured out upon His servant, Job, we will see 

that which is emblematic of the tidal wave of blessing that is be released upon the people of God 

for all eternity in a real, rock-solid, tangible, and everlasting Kingdom that He has brought us 

into.  So prepare yourself as we see not only what the hand of God gives but in seeing what the 

hand of God gives, let’s remember the heart that it is given from.   

 

As we pick up the story of Job once again, let us go again to that ash heap in the land of Uz.  As 

we do, let us understand that we still have a man that was still profoundly suffering.   

 

His body still had that disease.  It had not been healed yet.  If you were to see Job, yes, those 

boils and sores would still be upon him.  His heart was still deprived of the ten children that he 

loved.  The ache was still there.  His estate was still emptied of his wealth.  His honor and his 

name were still publicly maligned by the insinuations and even the slander of his so-called 

friends.  His life remained barren by every worldly standard. 

 

But, at the same time, we have a man whose heart was filled with worship and praise to the 

Almighty like never before in Job’s life.  Despite all of the vexation and the bitterness and the 

sourness that was within him even toward the LORD throughout the book, it is now transformed 

and Job praised the LORD like never before. 

 

For we have read how in Chapters 38 through 41, God approached Job.  God appeared in the 

form of a whirlwind.  God spoke to Job and proclaimed to him about the unsearchable wisdom 

with which He governs over the entire universe that He has created—every constellation, every 

atom, every single life form.  God is the One who has created it and who sustains it. 

 

In the middle of his perplexity, Job had heard God Himself speaking of the unsearchable wisdom 

by which He governs everything.  The LORD also spoke into Job about the unparalleled power 

by which he reigns over every earthly power, even the imposing Behemoth and even the dark 

and evil Leviathan, Satan himself. 

 

God had approached Job proclaiming to him the glory of His wisdom and the extent of His 

power.  And Job was a man who had been left thunderstruck.  Job was a man who was filled with 

awe and wonder and worship and humility as God made Himself known to him in a deeper and 

more profound way.   

 

We find Job worshiping.  Repenting.  Retracting everything that he had said in his vexation.  

Now we have Job seeing God with a clarity that he had never seen Him with before, and Job was 

a man filled with worship.  That is where we find him.   

 

As we move forward into what came next, we see God moving upon Job’s life with amazing 

displays of grace.  God was going to make His favor upon Job known publicly.  Understand that 

this was nothing that Job had earned.  Like the rest of us, Job was a sinner.  Throughout the book 

we have seen some of that. 
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Still, the heart of God is kind.  Now we see the LORD moving in His grace, bringing first 

reconciliation in Job’s relational world.  Then restoration upon Job in the midst of all the things 

that he had lost. 

 

These are two movements of the grace of God that can concludes the book of Job.  As we dig 

into to this text, first we see: 

 

1. The Grace of Reconciliation (42:7-9) 

 

Fist we see the LORD moving with His grace that stirs and prompts reconciliation.  God had 

already reconciled Himself to Job.  Now God reconciled Job with his friends, and with others as 

well as we will see later in this chapter. 

 

Let’s see how this starts with the three friends.  As is so often the case, reconciliation begins with 

a reproof of sin.  This time the reproof is brought to the men that had brought Job so much 

trouble and grief.   

 

What did the LORD have to say to Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar?  Let’s see.  Job Chapter 42 and 

Verse 7: 

 
7
After the LORD had spoken these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the 

Temanite: “My anger burns against you and against your two friends, for you have 

not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has.  
8
Now therefore take seven 

bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job and offer up a burnt offering for 

yourselves.  And my servant Job shall pray for you, for I will accept his prayer not 

to deal with you according to your folly.  For you have not spoken of me what is 

right, as my servant Job has.”  
9
So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuite and 

Zophar the Naamathite went and did what the LORD had told them, and the LORD 

accepted Job’s prayer. 

 

I wonder if anybody else who has been following this study of Job all along has that very 

satisfying sense of vindication for our brother Job.   

 

Not only did the LORD tell Job’s friends that they were wrong in the things that they said about 

the LORD and Job, but God said that it was so wrong that they had sinned woefully and there 

must be sacrifices for the way that they had misspoken.  Job was going to preside over and pray 

over them. 

 

There is something within me as I read this where I want to say, Take that!  In your face, 

Eliphaz!  Get ripped, Bildad!  Right back at you Zophar!  I was getting so carried away with this 

thinking and thought that we should even rename Zophar.  He should go from Zophar to so far, 

because so far was he so far away from getting it right.  Take that!!!! 

 

May I say there is even an impure sense of vindication that can rise up within many of us.  I 

think that is why there is such a market for revenge movies.  However, that is not the spirit of 

what happened here.   
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This was a moment of beautiful and meaningful reconciliation that the God of grace and peace 

orchestrated as He led Job to forgive the men who had been sinning against him.  God was going 

to do this to draw out the venom of ongoing bitterness and resentment and to bring peace.  That 

is what the LORD was doing here. 

 

It is a beautiful picture of the movement of the grace of God among fallen human beings that can 

so easily, not only just having ongoing conflict for thirty chapters in a book, but for thirty years 

of life.  The LORD wants to move us toward reconciliation.  Is there somebody you need to be 

reconciled to?  Somebody you have been holding a grudge against?  Somebody that you need to 

let go of or to seek peace with?   

 

What we see here is filled with meaning.  What we see here is very meaningful.  Here in this 

paragraph there is a phrase that is used twice that raises the eyebrows of those who have studied 

the book of Job.  Not once, but twice for the sake of emphasis, the LORD said to those three 

men, You have not spoken of me what is right as my servant Job has. 

 

God said that not once but twice.  It would be one thing if God said to those men: you have not 

spoken of Me what is right.  But God added, As my servant Job has.  What’s up with that?  We 

know that Job spoke of the LORD what is right in Chapters 1& 2, and then in Chapters 40 to 42. 

 

In those last chapters, Job spoke again,  He was humbled.  He spoke right of the LORD there.  

But what about the innards?  What about the guts of the book where Job was vexed.  What about 

all of the sourness of spirit with which Job had been impugning the goodness of God? 

 

Job never went as far as cursing God to His face like Satan said he would, but as Job wrestled 

with God, he became bitter and sour.  He even called God to appear in court.  Was God 

exonerating everything that Job had said?   

 

I think not because God even had to approach Job in a whirlwind to provide one of the most 

imposing rebukes of a man of God found in Scripture, where He said to Job, Who is this who 

darkens counsel with words without knowledge.  Not everything that Job said was right.   

 

So what do we make of this statement?  How are we to understand it?  I think there are two ways 

in which we must understand it.  That is not to say that everything that Job said in the book was 

accurate about God.  As we have seen all along it was not. 

 

However, here are two things that we need to understand as far as reading that statement goes.  

First, is this: when it comes to the basic dispute Job had with his three friends, Job was the one 

who was in the right.  They were wrong.  Job was right.  They were asserting as law Retribution 

Theology. 

 

They presented as kind of like a natural spiritual law of the universe that only the wicked suffer 

and the righteous only prospers.  God is the one who sees to this.  So Job’s extraordinary 

suffering must have been the result of some extraordinary sin that he kept hidden.  Job’s friends 

were presenting this and that was not the case.  That was a false form of theology.  They were 

wrongfully asserting this upon a man who was walking before the LORD.  
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There are people in this world who are followers of God, walking with Him, who suffer; who 

suffer difficult things.  While there is a need for us to help each other to repent of sin, we have 

better have a caution sign up before our eyes when see somebody suffering and conclude it is 

because of some hidden sin in their life.  We must be careful. 

 

On the one hand, we do sin and we need to help each other to walk in the path of holiness.  But 

we cannot assume that every portion of suffering that people experience is a result of some sin in 

their lives, because the book of Job makes plain that God has refined and sanctified purposes for 

the suffering of His people in this world.  That needed to be cleared up and the LORD stuck it to 

Job’s friends to make sure that it was clear.   

 

It is the exact opposite of what Job’s friends were saying was true.  Going back to the first couple 

of scenes in the book of Job, God was in Heaven when Satan approached Him.  Did God say, 

Oh, just consider this man Job.  What a vile man he is.  He really needs to get whooped!   

 

It was the exact opposite.  God said, Behold, my servant Job.  There is nobody like him.  He is 

blameless.  Even though we are all fallen in our sin, there is something called righteous 

suffering.  That is something that we need to be very careful to take in from the book of Job. 

 

Why did God say, You have not spoken rightly of me like my servant Job has.  When it came to 

the basic dispute, they were wrong and Job was right.  That is one aspect of it.  Then there is 

something else.  Second, isn’t it just glorious that Job heard those words?  You have not spoken 

of me what is right like my servant Job has. 

 

Four times in this paragraph the LORD referred to Job as: My servant Job.  My servant Job.  My 

servant Job.  My servant Job.  So even though Job in his sourness of spirit said wrong things 

about God, here we see that in God’s sight, all was forgiven.   

 

What did God have to say about Job?  You have not spoken rightly as My servant Job has.  I bet 

Job could not believe his ears when he kept hearing God referring to him that way.  What this 

shows us is the depth and the beauty of the forgiveness of the LORD. 

 

It is the picture of when we go to the LORD in repentance and confession, He remembers our 

sins no more.  They are forgotten.  As far as the east is from the west, so far as He removed our 

transgressions from us, they are remembered no more.  That is what God said about those who 

come to Him confessing their sins, as Job did.  It is a beautiful picture of Job’s forgiveness in the 

sight of the Lord.   

 

There is something else that we see here that is very important.  Not only did Job have the 

forgiveness of God, but we also see that God leads His people in the way of forgiveness.  Not 

only did God give grace, but He causes us to become gracious people. 

 

Those who are forgiven much forgive much.  God calls His people to let go of grudges, because 

if any of His people want to carry people’s wrong against them over their heads, what does that 

say about whether or not we really understand what has been forgiven in our lives? 
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There Job was in his emaciated condition.  His eyes were sunken into his head.  He was feverish, 

and his friends slandered him publicly, saying, Your condition is the evidence against you.  You 

are in sin!  They were saying all of this publicly. 

 

Now that things were getting set right, God did not allow Job to carry a grudge against those 

men.  God said to the men, You go to Job.  The sacrifice will be done.  And Job is going to be 

the one who prays over you. 

 

The final test for Job was that he was to pray for his friends forgiveness.  Job was to let it go.  It 

is a beautiful picture of the restoration of relationships that ought to be taking place among the 

people of God. 

 

Yes, the three men had to go and confess their sin to Job.  It wasn’t enough for them to just go 

into their prayer closet and say, Well, Lord, I am sorry.  I messed that up.  Then off they could go 

into life as usual. 

 

No, they had to go address it with Job, didn’t they?  Then Job had to release them and let them 

go.  They passed the test, the final test that the LORD gave as we see, Verse 9: 

 
9
So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuite and Zophar the Naamathite went 

and did what the LORD had told them, and the LORD accepted Job’s prayer.  
10

And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job, when he prayed for his friends. 

 

We continue and with this moving forward, we see that Job was right with God.  We see that 

Job’s friends were right with God, and we see that Job and his friends were right with each other.  

At that moment it says, When Job prayed for them.  That is when the additional measures of 

blessing were bestowed Job’s life.  Do you see it there?   

 

We can’t be those living in ongoing resentment and expect to be walking in the blessing of the 

Lord.  He is going to be prompting us to be those who forgive so there is peace.  There is shalom 

that the LORD has prompted among these men. 

 

Now we continue and we see that there is going to: 

 

2. The Grace of Restoration (42:10-17) 

 

There is going be a movement of restoration in Job’s life; God restoring to him the things that 

had been lost.  As we continue, we will see grace in the form of restoration.  Let’s see what it 

says in Job Chapter 42 and Verses 10 through 17: 

 
10

And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job, when he had prayed for his friends.  

And the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.  
11

Then came to him all his 

brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and ate bread with him in 

his house.  And they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that 

the LORD had brought upon him.  And each of them gave him a piece of money and 

a ring of gold. 
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So God began to restore the fortunes of Job and He was prompting people to go back to Job.  

They began to help him get back on his feet financially.  We see what happened here as a 

beautiful picture of comfort and generosity as people arrived to provide Job with the emotional 

and relational and physical support that he needed.   

 

It is a beautiful picture for us to see, but a question that came to my mind is this:  where were 

they two weeks ago?  There are clues in the book of Job that he was suffering in the way he did 

for multiple months.  Where were his friends when he was alone on the ash heap? 

 

Where were they when those three men were railing on Job?  It would have been nice if they had 

showed up then.  Where were they?  Why now?  I will tell you where I think they were.  I think 

that they were enslaved in false doctrine.  That is where I think they were.  The whole 

community was ensnared in the Retribution Theology expressed by the three friends now 

wrongly being applied to Job. 

 

They did not know what to do, so they just stood back instead of going in to help.  But when the 

fact that it was a false doctrine that was asserted upon Job had become clear, people started 

coming back.  Understand, what happened with the three friends, that was a public spectacle. 

 

Here in the book of Job with the storm that gathered when Elihu was preaching and the 

whirlwind came, I like to think that that was something that everybody had seen, kind of like 

Sinai.  But even if they did not see and hear the voice of the LORD from the whirlwind, they 

certainly would have seen the sacrifice. 

 

Word would have spread about it because these were three very prominent men.  This was a 

public venture and Job’s friends had to go and acquire a costly sacrifice—seven bulls and seven 

rams.  We are not talking about a sheep and a couple of pigeons.  This was a big and costly 

sacrifice that only nobility could afford. 

 

They had to go and offer these sacrifices out in public.  So the head honchos were repenting of 

all the sin they accused Job of.  Job was being vindicated and exonerated.  Then the word spread, 

and I think in this picture, we see the beauty of what comes when people are released from the 

bondage of false doctrine and legalism. 

 

Maybe they had the sense that they should get close to Job but he had this scarlet letter on him.  

They didn’t know what other people were going to think, so they just held back.  When all had 

been cleared up, we have a picture of the fellowship that should have been there all along, but 

finally the understanding is being purified.  They were being prompted and in they went. 

 

Who am I to judge everybody else because you can track me down and display all kinds of ways 

that I fall short, but I think they should have been there all along.  But with the false doctrine 

getting cleared up, here they came. 

 

Can you just imagine when we finally get to Heaven and all misunderstanding and all confusion 

is done away with, the joy and the intimacy of the fellowship that we will enjoy is going to be 

glorious.  However, more and more we need to see that happening now.   
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If you have the sense that somebody is suffering or if somebody is even wandering in their faith, 

you go and talk to them.  You!  I think that the easier way is to go to one of the leaders in the 

church asking them if they know what is happening with so and so.  We have not seen so and so. 

 

Meanwhile, so and so is saying, Has anybody noticed that I am struggling at all?  Then we go to 

a leader when the LORD might be prompting us, the church, to go to the somebody who is in a 

hard time.  Yes, the leaders better know, but that does not put the church off the hook.  We are 

one body in Christ, and the LORD calls all of us to move in.   

 

So may the LORD help us and give us repentance where necessary and actually activate us, and 

not be so inhibited when it comes to approaching people that we have the sense might be 

struggling either in their sinning or suffering. 

 

Job was a gracious man.  He did not hang it over their heads.  It was just me asking where his 

friends were all along, but I doubt that Job was saying that it was a good thing they finally 

showed up.  Oh, here you are, do you think that is how Job answered his door?   

 

Job, his heart was filled with the splendor of the holiness of the glory of God, and he saw all the 

people who had fallen short and he told them to come into his house and eat.  Then his friends 

began providing for him and giving to him.  Do you see the peace?   

 

Through all eternity, the misunderstandings are going to dissolve.  The inhibitions are going to 

be gone and we are going have intimacy relationally that is good.  Now we ask for the Holy 

Spirit to give us more and more of that in increasing measure so that we will excel still more in 

loving one another. 

 

There is more here for us to see.  As the grace of restoration in Job’s life continued we saw that 

these people were coming back, but now we see Job’s property.  What did the LORD do next?  

Take look at Verse 12: 

 
12

And the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning.  And he 

had 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 yoke of oxen, and 1,000 female donkeys.   

 

It all got doubled!  If you will pardon my attempt to contemporize things a little bit again, just by 

drawing the same comparisons that we made in week one in understanding Job and the kind of 

business he was in and what he was doing. 

 

Job was back in business again.  Understand, all of those sheep represented wool production.  So 

Job’s giant warehouse with all the garments, cloaks, blankets, rugs and accessories opened up 

again.  It was a super store back in operation. 

 

With all Job’s camels, his luxury automobile lot was opened again.  With all Job’s oxen, his 

tractor lot was opened again.  With all Job’s donkeys, he was selling Ford trucks once again.  

That would be the modern day equivalent to all those kinds of industries, in my humble opinion. 
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With all of this coming back into Job’s life, I picture his generosity going through the roof.  I 

don’t picture Job keeping it all for himself.  I picture Job giving away more than he kept.  If he 

had double the possessions, I bet he had more than doubled the generosity that he had before, 

because that is the sanctifying grace of God transforming a heart.  That is how Job was before.  

How much more was he going to be then?   

 

As we see Job being given this incredible wealth, understand what God gave to Job was not for 

everyone.  We are told throughout the pages of Scripture that riches are a snare.  In fact, Jesus 

said it would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 

the Kingdom of God. 

 

The kind of rich man that is saved, he is going to have the kind of character of Job.  While he 

possess riches, his riches don’t posses him.  Job was not going to morph into my picture of 

Behemoth, consuming all these resources.  Consuming, consuming, consuming, according to all 

of his appetites. 

 

Instead, Job would be a person who gave with all the riches that he had been given.  That is the 

kind of man Job was, by the grace of God.  Job already had what he wanted most in his life.  

What had Job been wrestling all along?  To figure out what was going on in his relationship with 

God! 

 

For Job, God was first, and second and third and fourth!  And Jesus said in Matthew 6:33: 

 
33

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be added to you. 

 

Job would view these things as other things.  They would be viewed by him as possessions that 

were intended to be a channel through which God would provide through him to other people.   

 

All of this being the case, what we see here with Job’s tangible restoration of his resources I 

think is in fact an emblem of what we have to look forward to in Heaven.   Reading the 

descriptions of the New Jerusalem, the capital city of the New Heavens and New Earth, what you 

find is that it is going to be a place of splendor. 

 

Jewels will adorn the gates.  Gold will pave the streets.  Lush trees will be found within the city.  

Streams of crystal-clear water will be flowing.  The things of God’s creation are glorious.  In the 

same way that we have the ability to enjoy those things and worship God for those things now, 

so will we worship God for what He has made through all eternity. 

 

However, in the end, those things are going be the backdrop for what is central and that is 

knowing God and knowing one another.  This is what the LORD was doing within Job.  This is a 

picture of what we will have through all eternity as we worship God together by His grace. 
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How badly we need the grace of God.  When we get into these areas of ongoing resentment, 

when we get into the area of material things and wealth, I don’t know about you but my fallen 

heart really begins to reveal itself, because it is very easy to just want to have a snarly attitude 

toward people and to hoard things and say, Don’t you get too close to my stuff! 

 

I don’t know about you but that is still within me.  I need a Savior, brothers and sisters, and so do 

you.  These topics should be reminding us of that.  Not only do we need Jesus to forgive us our 

sins as we enter into a relationship with Him, but we need the Gospel and we need grace to be 

transforming us all the way along because it would very easy for us just to curl up into bitterness 

and into materialism. 

 

It is the grace of God that makes all things new in our hearts as we seek Him, not only for the 

forgiveness that begins the Christian life, but the transformation that only the Spirit can prompt 

and produce in fallen sinners like us.  Let’s go to Jesus every day, saying, Lord, my sin can make 

a mess of things so very easily, even as a person who walks in Your ways.  Transform me and 

make it so that I don’t use people to get the things that I want, but I use things to bless the people 

You have put into my life. 

 

So we continue speaking of people, now we see what happened next in Job’s continued 

restoration by the hand of God.  All of the wealth and livestock came back, then Verse 13: 

 
13

He had also seven sons and three daughters.  
14

And he called the name of the first 

daughter Jemimah, and the name of the second Keziah, and the name of the third 

Kerenhappuch.  
15

And in all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s 

daughters.  And their father gave them an inheritance among their brothers.   

 

Job had ten more children.  You can picture those children as a fruitful vine wrapping itself 

around his table as they were growing up and moving through their childhood and teen years and 

into adulthood.  Then they grew up into maturity and this passage talks about how lovely and 

beautiful his daughters were.  So Job’s family began to be restored as well.   

 

Does that make any of you wonder about something?  Am I the only one who wonders who the 

mother was of Job’s new children was?  It does not specify precisely who the mom was.  That 

being the case, I will tell you if were to hazard an educated guess based on my study of the book 

of Job, I would say that of course it was his wife—the first wife. 

 

Of course it was his first wife.  The same woman that we saw in a very difficult situation earlier 

in the book.  Somebody might say that she said, Curse God and die.  Some of the renown Bible 

teachers even called her Satan’s instrument.  You mean Job was reconciled to her too?  I would 

say yes, as I hazard my understanding of what we can see here.   

 

I am not going to go back and re-preach my third sermon, where I talked about Job’s wife.  But 

understand that we saw her at her worst moment right after ten incurable wounds were afflicted 

upon her soul in the loss of her ten children. 
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She was woman who was raw, in pain, deeply frustrated, and she said something harsh.  But 

even then we saw how Job was ministering to her saying, You speak as one of the foolish 

women.  As one of them would speak.  In other words Job was saying, You are speaking in a 

way that is out of character for you.   

 

Job said shall we.  Job did not say why are you troubling me.  Shall I receive from the hand of 

God the good and not the bad.  Rather, he said shall we receive from God the good and not the 

situational evil, in the language of the text.  So even then Job was seeking to draw her in. 

 

If you have been reading and studying about Job, you will understand that he was a man of 

compassion.  He was a man who had eyes to see the pain and suffering and need of others.  With 

all of the reconciliation that happened, how would Job withhold from her?  With all that was 

being restored into Job’s life, would he be holding up a palm her?  And with all this happening 

do you think she did not want to come back? 

 

When she did, would Job say no, sorry, you went to far, girl.  No!  If you need a textual clue like 

I do, it says in Verse 11, All that knew him before came back.  All!  All that being the case, 

maybe the most I can say is I sure hope it was her.  That is consistent with the picture of 

reconciliation and harmony and peace that this is all about. 

 

Another questions:  would it be possible for her to have twenty children?  Twenty children from 

one womb?!  Is that possible?  I looked it up.  Legend has it that one woman in 1800s had sixty-

three children.  However, there is no way to document that.   

 

Wikipedia has documentation that there were fifty plus women who have had more than twenty 

children as recorded in the modern era we are in.  So, yes, it could have happened.  How much 

more a womb made fertile by the hand of God in this circumstance. 

 

As we look at what is detailed here, only the girls are named and described.  They were lovely 

and beautiful beyond compare.  I wonder if the healing of the mother was not reflected in the 

vitality and the loveliness of the three daughters that were raised up by mom and dad. 

 

What about these girls?  They were named.  There was some attention given to them.  The 

meaning of their names was emblematic of what was happening in Job’s life.  He had seven 

more sons, seven being a number of perfection.  His sons did just fine.  Job also had three more 

daughters, another number of perfection and they are named for us.   

 

What were their names and what did their names mean?  First we read about Jemimah.  That is 

the ancient Hebrew for pancake syrup.  Just joking.  That is the Hebrew word for dove.  Job 

named his daughter dove.  She was named after a gracious bird that would come to symbolize 

peace.   

 

Then there was Keziah.  That is in reference to the Keziah tree, and from the bark of the Keziah 

tree they derived a high quality cinnamon.  So Keziah represented a sweet flavor that filled his 

life again. 
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Then we have my favorite, Kerenhappuch.  What does her name mean?  Her name means jar of 

eye paint.  Job named her after cosmetic eye shadow.  Perhaps that meant that instead of having 

painful tears flowing from the eyes of Job’s family, it gave way to celebration.  So getting all 

done up would be appropriate. 

 

Some conservative Christians, they ask is it seemingly and appropriate for women to wear 

makeup.  And Kerenhappuch would say yes!  Yes, I have some eye shadow for you.  Job, one of 

the most godliest men in Scripture, would say, Yes, I named my little girl eye shadow. 

 

Not only were Job’s daughters beautiful, but they would be rich.  It says that Job gave the girls a 

portion of the inheritance with the boys.  That was unusual in ancient patriarchal culture.  The 

inheritance went to the boys.  Job did it differently.  He was progressive here in his thinking, and 

I would say that that is a nod and a means of appreciation for how vital and valuable the women 

in his life were to him. 

 

Brothers in Christ, let us remember that godly women are worth their weight in gold.  Even as 

we all pursue sanctification together, brothers, let us treasure the women that are in our lives, as 

we see Job doing as an example for us all. 

 

Somebody might ask: all the animals were doubled, why not the children?  How many were 

there?  All of Job’s livestock were doubled, so why didn’t he have twenty more children?  I 

appreciated the answer that I read in a study Bible I use.  In the MacArthur Study Bible it was 

suggested that the reason that Job did not have twenty more children is because he didn’t really 

lose the first ten. 

 

Ten plus ten equals twenty.  Job did have twenty children.  The ten children from his earlier life 

were not take away from him permanently, like the sheep were.  They were raised up in the 

wisdom and admonition of the LORD.  They had faith and they were awaiting his arrival in the 

presence of God.  So if you were to be introduced to Job today, he could go on to introduce to 

you all twenty of his children in the Kingdom of the LORD.  I thought that was a pretty 

satisfying answer myself.   

 

Then Job concludes.  Verses 16 and 17: 

 
16

And after this Job lived 140 years, and saw his sons, and his sons’ sons, four 

generations.  
17

And Job died, an old man, and full of days. 

 

I think when you add it all up, Job was a dad, then he became a grandpa, and then a great-

grandpa, and then a great-great-grandpa.  So there was a whole army of little ones all around 

him.  It says that he died an old man and full of days.  That phrase he died old and full of days is 

an expression to convey contentment with life. 

 

Job knew that he had been on this earth long enough and it was time for him to graduate into the 

glory of his LORD, whom he loved and whom he knew loved him.   
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That is the conclusion of the book of Job, and as we inch closer to the conclusion of this sermon, 

listen to the New Testament summary of the life of Job.  James Chapter 5 and Verse 11, James 

the Apostle and half-brother of the Lord Jesus was speaking to the suffering Christians of the 

early church who were trying to make sense of the sufferings they were experiencing.   
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Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast.  You have heard of the 

steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is 

compassionate and merciful. 

 

The heart of the Lord is kind.  When we see the overall picture of the life of Job, the Spirit-filled 

half brother of the Lord Jesus Christ said the takeaway for us to hold to in the midst of our 

suffering is that God is looking upon our lives with eyes of compassion and mercy.  He is close 

to us.  He loves us.  He is closer than we often even realize.  He is seeing us through.   

 

He is refining our lives, creating Christ in us in the midst of our sufferings.  We will be those 

who increase in Christ-likeness until this all gives way to the eternal splendor of the streets of 

gold, where Christ will be enthroned at the center of the New Jerusalem and we will praise His 

Name forevermore, with the name Jesus stamped across our foreheads—the Name that means 

The Lord Saves.   

 

We belong to Him, and He is going to bring us home through all the sufferings that we face as 

His people into an eternity that is going to be radiant and glorious and awesome beyond our 

ability to even understand now. 

 

What might Job say to us?  What would Job say if he could be here?  I don’t know what Job 

would say, but I have some closing thoughts.  Brothers and sisters, because I know I am speaking 

to people who suffer and who have hardship, and if you have not had hardship, you will.   

 

In Job we see that there is mystery to the suffering that are experienced.  It is not for you to 

understand.  It is not for you to know the answers to all of the sufferings that you are 

experiencing in this life.  It is for you to know the One who knows all of the answers and all of 

the reasons. 

 

It is for you to walk hand in hand with the Savior who loves you, under the shelter of His wings, 

drawing close to Him in the middle the things that you face in this life.  The Lord gives and the 

Lord takes away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

 

It is the hand of the Lord that gives, It is the hand of the Lord that takes away, and it is a nail-

scarred hand.  By the wounds on His hands and in His feet and on His side, He gives to His 

people the gift of everlasting life in a kingdom that will never fade. 

 

Those wounded hands give the gift of the Holy Spirit as the deposit, He who dwells within us to 

bring us the comfort of God, the peace of God, the power of God, and to see us through all the 

things that we face in this life until we go home. 
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At the beginning of this message, I said I like happy endings.  Job finished with happy ending.  

No, it did not.  It was not a happy ending.  If it were a happy ending, that would imply that it was 

an ending.  But Job lives on. 

 

Job lives on and in Christ, one may be saved and live on unto the eternity that we look forward to 

by the grace of God.  Come to Jesus.  Look to Him in faith that you might be forgiven of your 

sin.  Look to Jesus that He might give you power over the sin that afflicts you in an ongoing way. 

 

Let’s walk hand in hand with the Shepherd of our souls through all that we face.  Let’s pray. 

 

 

 


